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Branipton after decisive 8-3 vote 
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A meeting room in Brampton City Hall’s West Tower was packed Monday night, as local residents watched Mayor Patrick Brown and 
Council vote on approving cannabis retail stores in the municipality, in advance of the province’s Tuesday deadline to opt-out. The 
motion was carried 8-3. (Photo Courtesy of MMPConnect) 


Cannabis retail stores are coming to 
Brampton. 

The city's council made the decision to 
opt-in Monday evening in an 8-3 vote, 
following a marathon meeting filled with 
public deputations and back-and-forth 
debates between councillors. 

The move will see the city stand to net 
anywhere from $743,000 - $2.9 million 
in future payments from the province to 
help offset the costs associated with legal- 


SAUGA 


N E W 


Council's approval stands in stark con- 
trast to Mississauga and Caledon city 
councils, which both voted not to opt-in 
until more information about the licens- 
ing process and benefits could be re- 
viewed. 

Brampton Mayor Patrick Brown, who 
voted to opt-in, said that although his pri- 
mary concern is to keep Brampton safe, 
he said it was the best decision for the 
city. "If someone is going to have 
cannabis, then I hope it is from a legal 


OuaM 


provider,” he said after the vote, pointing 
to black market dispensaries that have 
popped up in communities which have 
opted-out. 

The Alcohol and Gaming Commission 
of Ontario (AGCO) will manage the li- 
censing, renewals and enforcement of 
private cannabis retail stores. A cannabis 
retail store could open in the city as soon 
as Apr. 1. 


Continued on Pg 5 
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Saturday February 16, 2019 
5:00pm-9:00pm 
Century Gardens Recreation Centre 
340 Vodden Street E, Brampton, On 


Admission; $10.00 - 2 & under Free 


Featuring performances by: Liberty Silver 


Drumming, Steelpan, Spoken Word, Dancing 
Stories from the Caribbean Market Place - Wings of Passion 


Co-Emcees — Trustee, Kathy McDonald & Colleen Taffe 


Guest Speaker: Natasha Henry, President 
Ontario Black History Society 


Community Leadership Award presented to The Hon. Justice Donald McLeod 


Vendors !!! For tickets: Christine 905-789-1551 / 416-206-9798 Vendors !!! 
HC Say eer. Lucinda 905-796-1916 / 905-459-1942 m = 


Peel United Cultural Partners is a collaboration of the Congress of Black Women, Brampton Chapter and the United Achievers’ Club 
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Warrant out for Brampton man at 
centre of drug investigation 


by Alex Gregory 


A 32 year-old Brampton 
man is being sought in 
connection with a search 
warrant that netted a 
large stash of drugs and 
multiple loaded weapons. 

21 Division’s Criminal 
Investigation Bureau exe- 
cuted the search warrant 
last Friday at a property 
in the Edenbrook Hill 
Drive and Sandalwood 
Parkway area, which re- 
sulted in the discovery of 
two loaded firearms, 
ammo, $10,000 cash and 
an unknown quantity of 
cocaine. 

An arrest warrant was 
subsequently issued for 32 
year-old Jonarthan 
Thangarajah, of Bramp- 
ton, who is considered to 
be armed and dangerous. 


Thangarajahis has been 
witnessed operating a 
2017 Grey Lexus RX5 SUV, 
with the license plate 


number CDZJ357. 

Witnesses with addi- 
tional information on 
where- 


Thangarajah’s 


abouts are asked to call 21 
Division’s Criminal Inves- 
tigation Bureau at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 2133. 


One man under arrest after 
brazen liquor store robbery 


Peel Police have charged a 
25-year old man after a brazen 
robbery at a Mississauga LCBO 
store. 

The incident took place 
Monday evening at the Elm- 
creek Road LCBO, located near 
the intersection of Dundas 
Street and Mavis Road 

The suspect, Ahmed Ahmed, 
placed at least ten bottles of al- 
cohol in a duffle bag, including 
several bottles of Johnny 
Walker Black Label. Ahmed 
then left the store without any 
attempts to pay. 

Employees called police, 
who located the suspect in a 
taxi and arrested him soon 
after. 


Ahmed is charged with theft, 
16 counts of breach of proba- 
tion and four counts of breach 
of recognizance. Three arrest 
warrants were also executed. 

The city has grappled with 
several brazen thefts at LCBO 
branches over the last few 
weeks, with store employees 
reportedly being told not to in- 
tervene during the robberies. 

Ahmed appeared in Bramp- 
ton court Tuesday morning for 
a bail hearing. 

Any witnesses or anyone 
with information in relation to 
this incident is asked to contact 
22 Division’s Criminal Investi- 
gation Bureau at 905-453- 
Zi? ImeXty2 288% 


Ford talks carbon tax “recession” at economic luncheon 


Seven months after tak- 
ing office, Premier Doug 
Ford is setting his sights 
on the federal govern- 
ment’s carbon tax plan. 

"I'm here today to ring 
the warning bell that the 
risk of a carbon tax reces- 
sion is very, very real," 
Ford told more than 1,000 
guests at a luncheon held 
by the Economic Club of 
Canada Monday morning. 

The bold claim, said in 
front of some of the 
province’s top business 
leaders, comes amid un- 
certainty surrounding a 
possible amalgamation in 
Peel Region and warning 
signs from top economists 
over jobs and productivity. 

The province previously 
scrapped a greenhouse gas 
cap-and-trade program 
last year, which capped 
the amount of emissions 


to meet reduction goals 
and rewarded businesses 
who stayed under the cap. 

The province canceled 
the program last July, and 
have since filed court pro- 
ceedings to challenge the 
federal climate change 
plan. 

In his speech, Ford said 
that a carbon tax would be 
an “economic disaster” for 
Canada, referring to it asa 
“job-killing cashgrab.” 

In an online post written 
Monday afternoon, non- 
partisan group Clean Pros- 
perity said that there was 
no evidence to support the 
claim. 

“The 2 jurisdictions with 
the longest track record of 
carbon pricing - BC and 
Quebec - are the strongest 
economic performers in 
Canada,” a representative 
for the group wrote in a 


Twitter post. 

Ford also discussed the 
province’s $15 billion 
deficit, saying that it 
would cause peril for basic 
services if left unchecked. 

"If we allow this deficit 
to continue to fester and 
grow, it will end up imper- 
iling our hospitals, schools 
and other public services. 
We cannot allow this to 
happen," said Ford. "I'm 
proud to say we have 
made good progress in 
restoring fiscal discipline 
to Ontario, but there's still 
a lot of hard work ahead of 
us." 

Ford did not answer 
questions from media out- 
lets after the event, nor 
explained in detail how 
the carbon tax would 
cause a recession. 


DAULA SoU A 
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Premier Doug Ford (above) speaks to members of Ontario’s business community during a luncheon 
held by the Economic Club of Canada on Jan. 21, 2018. (Submitted Photo) 
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Council cannabis decision could cause “invasion” 


Continued from Pg 1 


Monday's council meet- 
ing brought out several 
public deputations from 
residents who spoke both 
for and against having re- 
tail stores, with some argu- 
ing that since cannabis had 
already been legalized 
throughout the country, it 
was a matter of when, not 
if, such stores made their 
way into the city. "That 
ship has sailed, and it's al- 
ready gone to other parts 
of the world," said Bramp- 
ton resident Ryan Elcock, 
who spoke during the 
meeting. 

Others, including Coun- 
cillor Gurpreet Dhillon, 
cautioned that approving 
retail stores would have 
detrimental effects on the 
area. 

"The city has no control 
over how many pot shops 
will open, or where they 
locate," said Dhillon, who 
voted to opt-out. "I don't 
think we 


should necessarily sell 
our soul for $1 or $2 mil- 
lion... each municipality is 
different." 

Dhillon, along with 
Councillors Harkirat Singh 
and Charmaine Williams, 
were the three votes asking 
to opt-out. "We could get 
an invasion of pot stores 
with no warning and no 
explanation," said 
Williams, who noted that 
she had received hundreds 
of responses from con- 
cerned residents in Wards 
7 & 8 over the last several 
months. 

The city and Region of 
Peel previously received a 
$220,018 payment from 
the province as part of the 
Ontario Cannabis Legaliza- 
tion Implementation Fund. 
As a result of council's de- 
cision to opt-in, they will 
receive additional funding 
from the province. 

"This was always an im- 
portant issue to us," said 
the city's acting chief ad- 
ministrative officer, Joseph 


Pittari, referring to an ex- 
tensive consultation 
process that saw city staff 
and councillors reach out 
to residents through online 
and in-person polls, a town 
hall meeting and online re- 
sources. "There was con- 


structive dialogue through- 
out this process. It was as 
important to us then as it 
is now." 

The province announced 
late last year that up to six 
retail stores could make 
their way to the GTAas 


early as April. Retailers 
will not be permitted to 
allow anyone under the age 
of 19 to enter their stores. 

Legal retail stores will 
need to observe a mini- 
mum distance of 150 me- 
tres from schools. 


aby 
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Mississauga hospitals net $4. 
million in provincial funding 


by Alex Gregory 


More than $4 million in 
funding from a provincial 
renewal fund will support 
maintenance at a pair of 
Mississauga hospitals, an 
MP announced ‘Tuesday 
evening. 

Trillium Health Partners 
will be receiving 
$4,029,751 through the 
Health Infrastructure Re- 
newal Fund for the Missis- 
sauga and Credit Valley 
Hospital, which will help 
ensure that the facilities 
continue to meet health 
codes and maintain a safe 
environment, Mississauga- 
Lakeshore MPP Rudy 
Cuzzetto during a press 
conference. 

“The health and safety of 
patients and families is a 
priority for our govern- 
ment,” said Cuzzetto, who 
was accompanied by MPPs 
Natalia Kusendova (Mis- 
sissauga-Centre) and 
Kaleed Rasheed (Missis- 
sauga-East Cooksville). 

“We must make the nec- 
essary investments in our 
hospitals now, to ensure 
our providers have the fa- 
cilities they need to con- 


tinue to provide excellent 
quality care to patients.” 

The province previously 
invested $5 million to add 
83 hospital beds and space 
to reduce the strain on the 
hospital chain’s system 
during the flu season. 

In a statement, Health 
Minister Christine Elliot 
said that the government 
is investing in essential 
health care projects to en- 
sure that residents in the 
province have dependable 
health care services. 

“We will continue to lis- 


ten to the patients and the 
people who plan and work 
on the frontlines,” Elliot 
said. “We will create a 
health care system that 
works for the people of 
Ontario.” 

While the province is in- 
vesting $175 million for re- 
pairs and upgrades to 128 
hospitals this year, no 
word has been given yet as 
to the status of funding for 
the beleaguered Brampton 
hospital system, which has 
seen patients continually 
tied up with long waits. 


Residents mourn for Caledon 
worker killed on job site 


The province’s Ministry of 
Labour is investigating the 
death of a 33 year-old Cale- 
don man who was struck and 
killed while working on a 
construction project on 
Heart Lake Road. 

Jacob Lein, of Melancthon 
in the northwest corner of 
the region, died when an ex- 
cavator’s bucket hit him dur- 
ing watermain upgrade work 
on Jan. 14. 

Inspectors with the Min- 
istry have ordered Graham 
Bros. Construction Ltd., of 
which Lein was a contractor, 
to provide documents for 
their investigation. 

Born in Orangeville, Lein 
was a lifelong local resident 
who went to school in Shel- 
burne. He was expecting a 
second child with his wife in 


May, and was a father to a six 
year-old girl, Ella. 

“Jacob was known by 
everyone as a warm loyal 
soul who always had a big 
grin across his face when you 
saw him around town,” local 
resident Ali Lalonde said ina 
GoFundMe page that has 
been set-up by his family to 
raise funds for Ella. “My 
heart and prayers go out to 
his family, friends, and any- 
one who knew him.” 

This Saturday, Jan. 26, the 
Royal Canadian Legion in 
Shelburne (203 William 


Street) will hold a celebra- 
tion of life which runs from 
2-6p.m. 

The family’s GoFundMe 
campaign can be visited at 
gofundme.com/the-jacob- 
lein-memorial-fund. 
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TUESDAY 


JANUARY 29 


11:30 A.M - 1:30 RM. 
MISSISSAUGA CONVENTION CENTRE 


Theme: "Celebrating our Diversity and 
Commonality" 


FEBRUARY 21° 2019 AT 6:30 PM 
LARRY TAYLOR AUDITORIUM 


Mississauga Valley Community Centre - 1275 Mississauga Valley Boulevard, Mississauga ON. L5A 3R8 
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“Unique” intersection causing major 
eridlock for commuters, says resident 


by Alex Gregory 


A intersection in north 
Mississauga is playing 
havoc with traffic and 
causing major concern for 
local homeowners and cy- 
clists, a resident told City 
Council last week. 

Traffic congestion on 
Mavis at the Sombrero 
Way and Courtneypark 
Drive West has become a 
headache due to _ its 
“unique” nature as a four- 
way stop in a busy resi- 
dential area that has 
caused gridlock on side 
streets, Pardeep Kunger 
told Mississauga Council 
at last week’s meeting. 

“It’s confusing and a 
safety risk for residents,” 
said Kunger, who lives on 
Sombrero Way and pre- 
pared a video presenta- 
tion showing cars jammed 
bumper-to-bumper on 
side streets. 

The four-way _ stop, 
which Kunger says is com- 
parable to the Kingsbridge 
Garden Circle intersection 
near the city core, faces 
major volumes of traffic 
due to four busy roads 


nearby, high-volume den- 
sity, a backlog of daily 
commuters and _ tractor- 
trailers that frequently 
use the road during rush 
hour. 

“Pick any day at rush 
hour, and you’ll see the 
same scenario,” he said, 
pointing to how com- 
muters are trying to use 
the side streets as short- 
cuts, which causes back- 
logs and problems for 
bicyclists and pedestrians. 

Kunger’s concerns were 
echoed by Ward 11 Coun- 
cillor George Carlson, who 
said that the intersection’s 
problems date back many 
years to when the area 
was originally developed. 

“It’s far beyond any nor- 
mal neighborhood,” Carl- 
son said, pointing to 
Kunger’s presentation as 
an “accurate reflection of 
the area.” 

“You'd have to be a zebra 
to get across the intersec- 
tion.” 

While Kunger’s presen- 
tation outlined several po- 
tential remedies for the 


intersection, including 
limiting access onto Som- 
brero Lane or prohibiting 
u-turns for drivers, Carl- 
son said that the problem 
is difficult to solve, noting 
that many of the ideas had 
been proposed before. 

“There are some solu- 
tions, and some of them 
are pretty ugly,” he ex- 
plained, pointing to anew 
development in the imme- 
diate area as having the 
potential to aggravate the 
situation further. 

The situation will be re- 
ferred to city staff for fur- 
ther study, said 


transportation commis- 


PUCK DROP: 2:00PM 


Proceeds benefit the 
breast cancer cause 


sioner Geoff Wright, not- 
ing that amending signage 
regulations as soon as 
possible may help to rem- 
edy the situation. 

“It’s a complex situation 
of land use,” said Wright. 
“We will go through the 
recommendations and re- 
port back.” 

For his part, Kunger said 
the problem will require a 
lot of creative thinking 
and analysis to figure out 
the best way forward. 

"There's no cookie-cut- 
ter solution or silver bul- 
let we can use to fix the 
problem,” he said. 


City staff launch review of bike cross- 
rides after committee complaint 


Concerns raised by Missis- 
sauga’s Cycling Advisory 
Committee has led Missis- 
sauga Council to initiate a re- 
view of the city’s crossrides. 

After distributing a letter to 
city staff with their concerns, 
councillors agreed that a re- 
view of the crossrides, specif- 
ically at the intersection near 
the Burnhamthorpe Trail, 
was needed to address safety 
issues including fixtures sit- 
uated in the middle of the 
bike lanes. 

“It puts cyclists in danger... 
it’s caused a great deal of 
confusion and puts cyclists in 
harm’s way at these intersec- 
tions,” said Ward 3 Council- 
lor Chris Fonseca, referring 
to the issues presented by 
both the poles and signal 
timings that often confuse 
cyclists near the trail. 

Representatives from the 
Cycling Committee have also 
contended that current fund- 
ing will not be able to main- 
tain the growth plans fot a 
cycling network over the 27- 
year rollout, as outlined by 
the city’s 2018 Cycling Mas- 
ter Plan Update, which calls 
for 18 kilometres per year of 
new cycling infrastructure 
per year. 

The update was presented 


to council without consulta- 
tion from MCAC, which led 
to complaints and anger 
from its members. 

“We are now hearing from 
the cycling community, con- 
cerned about the waste of 
taxpayer dollars,” said outgo- 
ing chair Donald Morris. 
“The limited funds allocated 
to cycling must be spent 
carefully and effectively.” 

The committee asked that 
in a meeting with Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie and city 
staff last week that the cross- 
rides not only be reviewed, 
but timing be adjusted to 
change signals and/or re- 
move paths. 

Council passed a motion 
last week to disconnect the 
crossrides until the matter 
can be reviewed. 

"Given the concerns that 
were raised, we can look at 
the operation of the signals,” 
said the city’s transportation 
commissioner, Geoff Wright, 
who noted that he would get 
his department to expedite 
the review as soon as possi- 
ble. 

"We want safe infrastruc- 
ture for everyone," said Fon- 
seca. "I feel confident and 
think we can move forward 
from here." 
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New Year’s Levees vs. Budget Levies 


by Catherine Soplet 


Since the region rang in 
2019 two weeks ago, the first 
big event was a time-hon- 
oured tradition that saw heads 
of state at every level open 
government doors to welcome 
the public in - the annual New 
Year's Levee. 

The word levee comes from 
the French verb “lever,” which 
means "to rise". The term 
refers to the practice of early 
Canadians who rose on the 
first day of the year to pay 
their respects to the master of 
the fort or government repre- 
sentative. 

Brampton Mayor Patrick 
Brown and _ Mississauga 
Mayor Bonnie Crombie kept 
up with tradition this past 
weekend. 

As is the custom, a splendid 
display of ceremony began 
with a procession of bagpipes. 
A Town Crier clanged a 
mighty bell and made his 
Proclamation ahead of the 
dignitaries' address. 

On Saturday, Brown put a 
focus on local business as the 
lifeblood of Brampton. "Coun- 
cil is united and working to- 
gether... we are very 
optimistic for 2019," he said. 

In her fifth Levee held on 
Sunday, Crombie commended 
her team of Councillors and 
city staff, and drew comments 
from her own experience. 

"During my time in office, 
B 


one thing has become crystal 
clear," she said. "Only by 
working together will we 
move Mississauga forward, 
towards a bright and promis- 
ing future." 

"We don’t build higher 
walls, we build longer tables." 

As an example, Mayor 
Crombie spoke about Nabil, a 
new Canadian from Syria. 
Nabil's thriving restaurant, 
Roman Zaman, is providing 
jobs and social connections 
that help get more newcomers 
established in their chosen 
country more quickly. 

As a counterpoint, Crombie 
noted that the hollowing out 
of the middle class in Missis- 
sauga has left 15 per cent of 
the population struggling in 
poverty. In 2018, the Mayor's 
Food Drive raised record food 
and cash contributions to 
cover an unprecedented 
200,000 visits. Over the past 
four years, a total of $1 million 
cash and 1 million pounds of 
food have been collected. 

Crombie challenged resi- 
dents to continue to be gener- 
ous year-round and commit 
random acts of kindness that 
can make a big difference in 
making the lives of others bet- 
ter. 

Unfortunately, Sunday’s lev- 
ees gave way to Monday ‘s toil 
on budget levies. Missis- 
sauga's aspirational hallmark 


qualities will be sorely tested 
this year, in both the regional 
and city budgets. 

The largest budget items at 
the city level are Fire and 
Emergency Medical Services. 
Corresponding budget pres- 
sure at Peel Region is tallied 
up by costs of Peel Police Serv- 
ices and Ontario Provincial 
Police. 

In Brampton and Missis- 
sauga, the community needs 
cohesion where neighbours 
can become friends. Acts of 
kindness promotes health and 
well-being that reduces de- 
pendence on expensive emer- 
gency services, and can also 
reduce levels of crime. 

Crime Prevention is much 
cheaper than longer term cash 
costs of arrest, courts and in- 
carceration, to say nothing of 
the added personal burdens to 
families connected to the 
crime-involved: direct pain 
and suffering; stigma and iso- 
lation; endless entanglement 
without relief. 

In September, Peel Region 
adopted a Community Safety 
and Well-Being Plan designed 
with regional policing, and 
city fire and emergency serv- 
ices to deliver five existing 
component program that ad- 
dress addictions, mental 
health dysfunction, poverty, 
affordable housing and pro- 
gramming for at-risk youth. 


Where necessary, adaptive 
targeted program delivery to 
those most at risk is collabo- 
rated with public school 
boards and service agencies. 
Such program investments 
deliver change for the better, 
often with extra hands and 
kind hearts provided by vol- 
unteers. 

Directing tax levies to fund 
budgets that mitigate future 
costs and risks is the same 
mindset as the one used by 
regular folk when they pay in- 
surance premiums. 

Such tax levies that put vol- 
unteers on public transit to 
ensure they get to their desti- 
nation is one approach munic- 
ipalities can take to leverage 
results and mitigate cost pres- 


sures on regional budgets. 

Regional resources for safer 
neighbourhoods, community 
health and vibrant schools are 
beyond the purview of the city 
to direct. 

Nonetheless, without these 
core quality-of-life amenities, 
the micropreneur sole propri- 
etorships which comprise up- 
wards of 65per cent of 
Mississauga and Brampton 
business will lack stability for 
family and social connection 
that frees them up to generate 
revenue. 

In taking in a presentation 
on the 2019 Peel Region 
budget, I was shocked to learn 
that Staff assumptions to pre- 
pare the budget do not incor- 
porate the evident drift from 


funding and shift in priorities 
headlined for months by the 
newly-elected Ontario gov- 
ernment. 

City residents and _busi- 
nesses have no appetite for 
the program funding gap to be 
bridged with property tax. In 
the case of seniors, many on 
fixed income are already 
maxed out to pay tax in neigh- 
bourhoods in which they con- 
tributed to build the wealth. 

Here's hoping that the staff 
coining our 2019 municipal 
budgets will pay respect, in a 
call to action for generosity, 
kindness and fairness... to give 
back to volunteers and seniors 
at the public transit fare box. 
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Now that pot prohibition is over, what’s next? 


by Bruce Marshall 


The pot shop vote is in at 
Brampton City Council. 

After a great deal of engage- 
ment - Council voted to opt 
in. As did several other GTA 
municipalities. Vaughan voted 
to opt out. Mississauga had 
previously voted to opt out. 

What won't change in ei- 
ther opting in or out - is that 
the main costs of regulating 
and controlling pot will fall to 
municipalities. The main 
windfall of tax money will go 
to the province and the feds. 


So you and I, Mister and 
Missus Local Tax Payer, will 
shoulder the burden for this. 
While the coffers at Queen's 
Park and in Ottawa will swell 
with tax dollars that we won't 
see. A sweet little deal for the 
Justin and Doug. 

Next on the horizon is the 
legalization of pot edibles. 
There is a large number of 
people who for various rea- 
sons don't want to smoke it. 
Having pot in edibles gives 
them the “benefits” of pot - 


without the health cost of 
smoking it. 

Hopefully also on the hori- 
zon will be some real, sub- 
stantial study on what 
benefits there are to pot - if 
any. Despite the anecdotal 
“benefits” that some con- 
sumers will cite - we really 
don't know. 

There is some evidence that 
pot helps with anxiety and 
other mental conditions. But 
the nonsense that pot cures 
cancer is idiocy at best. 


a 


There's no study to support 
these magic bullet idea. 

So - the prohibition is over! 
This is great news. Not be- 
cause I want pot to be freely 
available. But because prohi- 
bitions don't work. It's wasted 
money, time and effort. 

The drug prohibition gener- 
ally has done nothing but 
waste money, time and re- 
sources - for a minuscule 
benefit. Drugs still mostly get 
to their destination. 

It's for this reason that I 
think we need to consider 
ending the prohibition on ALL 
drugs. “Lunacy,” you might 
cry. No - not so much, actu- 
ally. 

I come from the perspective 
of having lost someone to the 
opiate epidemic. My sister 
died of an Oxycontin OD over 
10 years ago now. 

Opiates are by far the most 
addictive, insidious drugs 
there are. Addicts, due to our 
prohibition spend their lives 
either producing enough 
money to buy them - or scor- 
ing black-market drugs. What 
they score is always of an un- 
known quality and dose, be- 
cause they're produced in 
black-market “labs” with no 
quality control. 

There has been some con- 
siderable success in harm re- 
duction measures at clinics in 
Vancouver. 


In countries like Portugal, 
where they long ago lifted the 
prohibition on all drugs - ad- 
dicts live near normal lives. 

There, addicts are provided 
with prescription grade 
heroin which is injected at 
safe injection sites. Most have 
jobs and regular family lives, 
unlike Canadian addicts, who 
mostly live at the margins of 
society. 

To deal with the opiate epi- 
demic - to lift the ineffective 
prohibition in this way - 
would also do a lot to alleviate 
another crisis - the homeless- 
ness crisis. 

In Portugal, where decrimi- 
nalization started in 2001 - 
their approach has halved the 
addiction rate. It's also 
slashed rates of AIDS, because 
needle sharing is frowned 
upon - about as much as we 
used to frown upon pot. 

Also part of the Portuguese 
paradigm is that re-hab serv- 
ices are readily available and 
covered. (There is a tiny num- 
ber of covered beds in the 
GTA - something like a dozen. 
You wait years to get in to 
those programs.) 

Many of the remaining Por- 
tuguese addicts choose to re- 
main in the harm-reduction 
model. But when and if they 
decide it's time - they can be 
taken in right away to a pro- 
gram to help them kick the 


habit. 

Our current approach to 
drugs makes no sense. Even 
as much as some would think 
it makes no sense to decrimi- 
nalize drugs. You'd be wrong 
to think that. You'd not be in- 
touch with the facts. 

So, as we get ready to see 
our first pot shops open up - 
let's also open our minds to 
the overall problem of drugs. 
Let's decriminalize them all. 
Let's end the costly, ineffec- 
tive crazy-train of prohibition. 

Let's do something about 
addiction, homelessness, 
communicable disease. Let's 
make our world a better 
place. 


Bruce Marshall is a broad- 
caster, actor and community 
leader. He is interested in pub- 
lic policy issues at the federal, 
provincial and local level. He 
ran unsuccessfully for Bramp- 
ton City Council in 2018. 


He currently can be heard 
weekdays from 2 - 4 p.m. on 
the Decker-Marshall Show on 
Newstalk Sauga 960AM, 
which can be streamed at 
www.saugag6oam.ca and 
through many radio stream- 


ing apps. 


Save yourself from months in the deep freeze by spending 


it in Florida! If you're looking to purchase anywhere 
in the Sunshine State, I'm your connection. 


THERESA BAIRD 


Broker 


because | live here. 


647.298 .0997 


e: tbaird@tbaird.com 


tbaird.com 


Give me a call at 647-298-0997 and let's discuss your options. 


Let it snow, you'll be basking 
in the sun anyways... 


Keller Williams 
Realty Solutions 


® Brokerage Independently Owned and Operated 
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Don’t Worry About Your Financial. Mississauga man charged 
Future. With Sell ‘n STAY” You're 


in Hamilton drug op 


in Control of Your Options. 


A Mississauga man _ is 
among a group arrested 
late last week in connection 
with a drug trafficking con- 
spiracy operating out of 
Hamilton. 

The Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police’s (RCMP) 
Hamilton Niagara Organ- 
ized Crime Unit announced 
the arrests Monday morn- 
ing, with 32 year-old Hans 
Lauro being one of three 
men charged in the illicit 
operation. 


The investigation dates 
back to earlier last year, 
which saw 41 year-old 
Hamilton resident Angelo 
Kirkopolous charged with 
multiple counts of posses- 
sion of a controlled sub- 
stance and drug trafficking, 
along with illicit funds in 
excess of $5,000, in rela- 
tion to a scheme that saw 
more than 400,000 doses 
of pharmaceutical nar- 
cotics being diverted from 
a legitimate supply chain to 


the black market. 

These drugs included 
fentanyl, oxycodone, am- 
phetamine, alprazolam and 
others. 

Lauro was charged along- 
side 50 year-old Burford 
resident Nick Monas- 
teridis, and both were 
charged with one count of 
conspiracy to traffic a con- 
trolled substance. 

Both men appeared in 
Hamilton court Saturday 
morning. 

"This issue of illicit opi- 
oids remains a top concern 
for the RCMP and we re- 
main committed to collab- 
orating with our partners 
to actively pursue the crim- 
inal networks that are jeop- 
ardizing the health and 
well-being of our citizens,” 
said RCMP Inspector Ann 
Koenig, noting that the Fi- 
nancial Transactions and 
Reports Analysis Centre of 
Canada, Ontario College of 
Pharmacists and Health 
Canada assisted in the case. 

“(This) shows the result 
of how good partnerships 
are essential in order to 
communities 


As time goes on and the cost of living continues to 
increase, it is easy to become worried about how to 


Four men nabbed in illegal 


make ends meet. 

There are many options that are not pet-friendly. 
Sell ‘n STAY not only allows you to keep your furry 
friends, but to continue to live in the home that both 
you and your pets are familiar with. 

Sell ‘n STAY which is a sale and lease back program 


cannabis dispensary bust 


Four employees at a 
cannabis dispensary in 
Mississauga were arrested 
this past weekend and 
charged with unlawfully 
selling products under the 
Cannabis Control Act. 

The bust, which took 
place on Jan. 19 in the 
Hurontario and Dundas 
Street, saw investigators 
from Peel Police’s Organ- 


large stash of 
cannabis. 

The seized goods in- 
cluded a total of 31 pounds 
of dried cannabis that was 
ready for sale, several 
cannabis edibles, some re- 
lated CBD oil products and 
approximately $10,000 of 
Canadian currency. 

27 year-old Luis Gutier- 
rez-Sanchez, of Milton, 22 


illegal 


Quang Phan, of Toronto 
and 19 year-old Michael 
Martinez-Gonzalez, of 
Toronto, were arrested and 
charged with one count of 
unlawfully selling cannabis. 
They will appear in Bramp- 
ton court at a later date. 
Those with additional in- 
formation related to the 
case can call Peel Police’s 
Organized Crime Bureau at 


offers a practical and reliable way to help you face an 
uncertain future with confidence. It can change your 
life and give you the fresh start you deserve. 
Before you consider a reverse mortgage, call me 
at 647-298-0997 to discuss 
_ this great opportunity. 


ized Crime unit conduct a 
search warrant, seizing a 


year-old Jose Martinez, of 
Toronto, 49 year-old 


(905) 453-2121, ext. 3515. 


THERESA BAIRD 
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Mews BUSINESS 


Brampton picks up pair of “smart” 


Brampton has been hon- 
ored for its “smart” ap- 
proach to city-building and 
transformative projects, via 
pair of awards offered by a 
major organization. 

The city picked up to 
Smart 50 awards, given by 
Smart Cities Connect and 
US Ignite, for its work help- 
ing residents’ quality of life 
through continuous im- 
provement of local opera- 
tions. 

The projects that received 
the prestigious award in- 
cluded an automatic vehicle 
monitoring system, which 
allows buses in Brampton’s 
transit system to be moni- 
tored for reliability and re- 
pair frequency, as well as 
an automatic vehicle loca- 
tor system in city-owned 
vehicles that tracks move- 
ment and gather environ- 
mental data to improve 


service delivery, including 
winter operations and by- 
law enforcement. 

The city’s approach to 
service delivery reflects a 
commitment to community 
engagement and continu- 
ous improvement, said act- 
ing chief administrative 
officer Joseph Pittari. 

“These awards demon- 
strate our focus on Smart 
City solutions to shape, 
support and manage the di- 
verse needs of our resi- 
dents,” Pittari said in a 
statement Monday. 

The Smart Cities unit was 
created by the city’s Digital 
Innovation and Information 
Technology division, as 
guided by the 2040 Vision 
framework developed last 
year. 

Pittari said that by chal- 
lenging traditional city- 
building, the Smart City 


strategy creates a shared 
responsibility and opportu- 
nities for collaboration 
among the community, and 
private and public sectors. 

Brampton Mayor Patrick 
Brown echoed the senti- 
ment, saying that Smart 
City technology helps a 
large urban environment 
like Brampton to build solu- 
tions around citizens. 

“The use of the AVL sys- 
tem in recent winter events 
allows staff to effectively 
manage the City's response 
during a storm - it helps us 
determine which areas re- 
quire service, the type or 
priority of service, and 
identify the vehicles provid- 
ing the service,” Brown said 
Monday. 

“It’s another way we’re 
able to keep Brampton 
moving, safely.” 


awards 


Peel non-profits latest recipients of Trillium grants 
y A 5 


LAKESHORE 


Agroup of Peel non- 
profits are among the or- 
ganizations receiving 
grants this month through 
the Trillium Foundation, 
the province announced 
Monday morning. 

The Peel branch of the 
Canadian Mental Health 
Association, Interim Place, 
Eden Food for Change, 
Our Place Peel, The Dam 
Youth Centre and the Liv- 
ing Arts Centre were the 
local beneficiaries an- 
nounced as part of the 
grants, which were un- 
veiled by Tourism Minister 
Michael Tibollo at a press 
conference in Richmond 
Hill. 

In total, the province is 
set to support 263 non- 
profit organizations to im- 
prove community spaces, 
as well as 141 organiza- 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 


— a 


tions that are expanding 
or adapting existing proj- 
ects, with a total of $83 
million in investments. 

"Through Ontario Tril- 
lium Foundation funding, 
organizations can take 
their work to the next 
level,” said Trillium Foun- 
dation CEO Katharine 
Bambrick during the an- 
nouncement. "Capital 
grants are an opportunity 
to invest in essential infra- 
structure." 

Tibollo said that itis en- 
couraging to see the great 
work of so many non- 
profit organizations in the 
province," said Minister 
Tibollo. " 

“Through the (Founda- 
tion), we are bringing eco- 
nomic, social, 
environmental, and health 
benefits to people across 


Ontario." 

The awarded amounts 
include the following: 

- Canadian Mental 
Health Association Peel 
Branch: $115,000 over six 
months to buy two pas- 
senger vans supporting 
patients involved with re- 
covery programs. 

- Eden Food for Change: 
$148,500 over six months 
to install a new heating 
and air-conditioning sys- 
tem, along with replace- 
ment of aging components 
in the  organization’s 
freezer. 

- Interim Place: $88,000 
over twelve months to 
purchase a back-up gener- 
ator and ensure that crisis 
lines, security services for 
women and children re- 
main operational. 


- Our Place Peel: $14,000 
over one month to install 
new washers and dryers at 
their shelter, which sup- 
ports homeless youth ,be- 
tween 16-24. 

- The Dam: $74,100 over 
twelve months to install a 
full-service kitchen pro- 
viding youth with life- 
skills training and install a 
sound-proof wall. 

- Living Arts Centre: 
$150,000 over twelve 
months to create an arts 
Digital Media lab that will 
engage and empower 
youth between 12-24. 

The projects are being 
funded through the foun- 
dation and are expected to 
impact approximately 
417,000 people across the 
province and enhance over 
2.4 million square feet of 
community space. 


Swimming Pool 
& Hot Tub Service 


905-891-8818 


lakeshorepoolsandtubs.com 
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Mississauga mal 


One of the _ region’s 
biggest shopping malls is 
set to open a new expan- 
sion this April, bringing 
what it bills as an “authen- 
tic experience for foodie 


tourists” to the Missis- 
sauga city centre. 
Square One Shopping 


Centre will open “The Food 
District”, a premium expan- 
sion that will combine of- 
ferings from local food 
artisans with easy access 
within the mall itself, and 
will span over 40,000 
square feet. 

More than 250 full-time 
and part-time positions are 
set to be created through 
the new wing, which is part 
of a larger effort by the 
mall to attract visitors 
through future offerings 
such as an expanded Indigo 
bookstore and Cineplex’s 
The Rec Room premium ar- 
cade. 

In a statement, Square 
One general manager said 
that the mall has been a key 
part of the community for 
many years and tries to 
continuously evolve to pro- 
vide a unique and innova- 


tive destination. 

"We are thrilled to con- 
tinue to invest in the area 
and the prosperity of its 
residents,” Taylor said 
Monday. 

Some of the offerings on 
deck include mouth-water- 
ing sultry pies from The Pie 
Commission, authentic Ital- 
ian pasta from Dal Moro's 
Pasta, and gourmet chips 
from Craft  Chippery, 
among many others. 

The expansion will also 
include The District 
Kitchen, an_ interactive 
demonstration space that 
will host cooking classes, 
dinner parties, corporate 
and other special events. 

A career fair will be held 
on Friday, Mar. 1 from 12 - 
6 p.m., and on Saturday, 
Mar. 2 from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
within the mall for 
prospective applicants to 
submit their resumes in ad- 
vance of the wing’s April 
opening. 

One of the most produc- 
tive shopping centres in 
North America, Square One 
boasts a sales per square 
foot of $1,086 and growing. 


| set to open new win 


Hazel picks up advisory post 
from province 


Mississauga’s former top 
dog has a new bone to chew 
on. 

Former Mayor Hazel Mc- 
Callion will take up a role 
as a special advisor to Pre- 
mier Doug Ford and Mu- 
nicipal Housing Minister 
Steve Clark, the province 
announced Friday. 


McCallion, who turns 98 
years old on Feb. 14, will 
provide advice to the Pre- 
mier and the Minister ona 
range of municipal issues, 
and will receive up to 
$150,000 per year at the 
post. 

The move comes ahead of 
housing consultations by 


local MPPs throughout 
Mississauga and beyond, 
which are part of the Hous- 
ing Supply Action Plan, 
which aims to increase the 
number of available hous- 
ing units and combat barri- 
ers getting in the way of 
home ownership and 

"Housing is one of our 
government's top priorities 
and I'm looking forward to 
having (McCallion) support 
our work on the Housing 
Supply Action Plan," said 
Clark in a statement. 

"This advice, combined 
with the input we're receiv- 
ing through the govern- 
ment's Housing supply 
consultation, will help en- 
sure that the people of On- 
tario have access to the 
right kind of housing in the 
right place." 

McCallion, who served as 
Mississauga’s Mayor from 
1978-2014, brings several 
decades of experience to 
the role, and currently 
serves on multiple boards 
and organizations through- 
out the province. 


Seeking Input for Ontario’s Budget 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


I have been meeting with 
many residents, businesses 
and community organiza- 
tions and groups who have 
shared their ideas and con- 
cerns regarding the upcom- 
ing provincial budget. 

It is customary before a 
government presents a 
budget to engage Ontarians 
in pre-budget consultations 
to help determine priorities 
for the provincial budget. A 
budget for the province, 
much like a household 
budget, is a way of reaching 
financial goals. 

Our challenge this year, as 
Ontarians, is our structural 
deficit, meaning the govern- 
ment currently is spending 
$14.5 billion more a year 
than it receives in revenue. 
Ontario is facing a debt of 
$347 billion and the interest 
on the debt, this year alone, 
is $12.5 billion - making it 
the fourth largest line item 
in the budget after health 
care, education and social 
services. 

As a government, we need 
to find ways to restore a fis- 
cal balance, help reduce that 
debt and ensure accounta- 


bility and transparency. 

We need to work smarter, 
invest smarter and reinvent 
the way services are deliv- 
ered. Pre-budget consulta- 
tions are important because 
we need to balance the 
needs of Ontarians against 
the debt that we must all 
tackle together. 

We need your innovative 
and cost-effective ideas that 
can: cut red tape for busi- 
ness and individuals who ac- 
cess provincial services, 
improve the way we deliver 
Ontario’s programs and 
services, and save taxpayers’ 
money - without job cuts or 
cuts to front-line services 
that are depended on every 
day. 

It’s not a matter of finding 
one-time savings cuts, but a 
way to transform and mod- 
ernize government, to serve 
you better. I encourage you 
to take advantage of pre- 
budget consultations. Online 
submissions are accepted up 
until Feb. 8. 

This year, I am asking you 
to consider how the govern- 
ment can make improve- 
ments, cut red-tape and save 


taxpayers’ money, while 
providing necessary serv- 
ices. Your ideas will help us 
prioritize and fund what is 
truly needed and eliminate 
the waste and expenses that 
do not offer any value to On- 
tarians. 

You can submit your ideas 
for the 2019 Ontario budget 
by mail, email or by re- 
sponding to a short survey. 
Visit my website, sylvia- 
jonesmpp.ca or email me at 
sylvia.jonesco@pc.ola.org. 

I want to hear from resi- 
dents in Dufferin-Caledon. 
Share your innovative, cost- 
effective ideas to help save 
money and improve the de- 
livery of a program or serv- 
ice. Together, we can create 
a province that invests 
money wisely, has programs 
and services that meet the 
needs of residents, and of- 
fers value for service. 

With your help, I am con- 
fident that we can build an 
Ontario that is fiscally re- 
sponsible, accountable for 
its spending and transpar- 
ent. An Ontario that future 
generations will be proud to 
call home. 
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Value of Mentorship Highlighted at Raptors 905 Event 


by Matthew Rodrigopulle 


A strong sense of guidance 
and mentorship is essential to 
the development of youth, said 
Raptors 905 guard Duane No- 
tice as he addressed a crowd of 
parents and children on Satur- 
day. 

The Toronto Raptors G- 
League affiliate, the Raptors 
905, teamed up with Let’s Get 
Together! and the National Bas- 
ketball Youth Mentorship Pro- 
gram (NBYMP) to host “From 
the Playground to the NBA,” a 
Q&A session promoting men- 
torship for youth on Saturday. 

The event, in its second year 
running, was organized to cel- 
ebrate National Mentoring 
Month, which is an annual cel- 
ebration of mentors and 
mentees during the month of 
January. 

The panel featured Raptors 
905 players Duane Notice and 
Myck Kabongo, as well as assis- 
tant coach Charles Dubé-Brais. 
Each of them also had their 
family members take part in 
the panel, answering questions 
and sharing personal stories 
about the importance of family 
support and mentorship within 
the lives of youth. 

The event was held at the 
Paramount Fine Foods Centre 
in Mississauga, Ont., home of 
the Raptors 905, following 
their 109-103 victory over the 
Greensboro Swarm. 


“Having guidance is impor- 
tant,” Notice told an audience 
full of aspiring children and 
their parents. “I come from a 
great family [and was in] a po- 
sition where I was blessed to 
have a lot of coaches, trainers 
and guys in my life who were 
able to keep it real with me and 
help me elevate my game.” 

The panel touched on a num- 
ber of topics, including goal set- 
ting, mental health and facing 
criticism. 

Aspiring young basketball 
players watched attentively as 
Notice, Kabongo and Dubé- 
Brais gave valuable advice. 

Notice, 24, also emphasized 
the importance of strong men- 
torship for children both on 
and off the court. He recalled 
his participation as a child ina 
basketball program run by for- 
mer Toronto Raptor Antonio 
Davis. 

Notice said it allowed him to 
play organized basketball 
where he built long-lasting re- 
lationships and learned how to 
be successful in life. 

“Tt just helps their character 
build,” Notice said. “I wouldn’t 
be the person or player I am 
without the guys that came be- 
fore me.” 

Notice’s teammate Kabongo, 
27, also believes mentorship 
programs, like Let’s Get To- 
gether! and the NBYMP, are es- 


sential for young athletes. 

“Mentorship is so important 
to building character because 
you learn how to interact with 
others and be a teammate or a 
good friend,” Kabongo said. 
“Those things are going to help 
you when you become an adult 
and working.” 

Kabongo, who was born in 
the Congo and migrated to 
Toronto when he was about six 
years old, recalls growing up in 
community centres and being a 
part of the Torch Club, which 
taught him to work as a team 
and allowed him to be involved 
with the community. 

Although mentorship goes a 
long way for the youth partak- 
ing in them, it’s not difficult to 
see how a strong sense of men- 
torship also starts and ends 
with the family. Suzette Carr, 
mother of Notice, sees the value 
of having a variety of mentors 
in life. 

“You're not always sur- 
rounded by people who know a 
lot about the things you want to 
do,” Carr said. 

“We consider some of those 
other mentors in our lives to be 
an extended family. They take 
you under their wing, intro- 
duce you to other people and 
guide you.” 

Carr recalls a time when a 
young Notice played for a team 
that was headed on a trip to 


Italy. Prior to the trip, Notice’s 
coach called in Canadian pro- 
fessional basketball player Jer- 
maine Anderson to talk to them 
about the ups and downs that 
one must go through to achieve 
their goals. 

“As a parent, that makes me 
feel good. He could have been 
telling them the same things 
that we were telling him, but 
because it came from someone 
he looked up to, it really hit 
home for him and it was really 
helpful to us.” 

Brampton Mayor Patrick 
Brown also made an appear- 
ance at the event. Brown said 
mentorship events like this 
should be welcomed and ap- 
plauded. 

“T think it’s a great program, 
to have basketball role models 
involved in mentoring and 
telling their stories,” Brown 
said. 

According to his series of sto- 
ries on his Instagram account, 
Brown also expressed his de- 
sire to run a similar event with 
Lets Get Together! and the 
NBYMP in the city of Bramp- 
ton. 

Let’s Get Together! is a not- 
for profit organization that 
helps create learning opportu- 
nities for children and parents. 
The event was in partnership 
with the NBYMP, which is a 
Canadian mentorship program 


looking to use basketball as a 
resource to help youth become 
successful in all aspects of life. 

“If we were able to motivate 
a child to live a more positive 
life or to learn from an NBA 
player to want to pursue a pas- 
sion and help other people, 
then that’s ultimately what I 
hoped for,” said Kevin Wilson, 
founder of the NBYMP. 

The event was also held to 
celebrate the impact of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr’s legacy. 
Martin Luther King Jr. day took 
place Monday and honoured 
the late Martin Luther King Jr. 
who lead the civil rights move- 
ment in the 1950s and 60s. 

Charles Dubé-Brais believes 


King helped set the stage for 
mentorship early on by tying 
his teachings back to everyday 
life. 

“T think he said it clearest,” 
Dubé-Brais said. “Everything 
you accomplish starts with a 
dream and that dream eventu- 
ally transforms into a goal, but 
you need that original dream to 
be in your mind.” 

Kabongo also believes King’s 
legacy speaks volumes to this 
day. 

“What MLK stands for is 
something greater than him- 
self,” Kabongo said. “He’s huge 
for our culture, for humanity 
and for this world.” 


Beast Hit Three Going Into All-Star Break Steelheads Offense Wakes Up 


by Benedict Rhodes 


The Brampton Beast won 
both of their games this past 
weekend, extending their 
winning streak to three 
games going into the ECHL 
all-star break. 

On Friday, the Beast were in 
Reading, Pennsylvania to take 
on the Reading Royals. 

After a scoreless opening 
period, Matt Petgrave opened 
the scoring for the Beast at 
the 5:24 mark of the second 
frame, about a minute before 
David Vallorani doubled the 
lead, giving Brampton a 2-0 
lead after two periods. Chris 
McCarthy brought the Royals 
within one at the 5:44 mark 
of the third period, but Vallo- 
rani added his second of the 
game with an empty-netter at 
18:52. 

On Saturday, the team were 
visiting the Adirondack Thun- 
der in Glens Falls, New York 
for their final game before 


the all-star break. 

In the first period, Beast 
forward David Pacan opened 
the scoring at the 11:28 mark 
before his teammate Nathan 
Todd doubled Brampton's 
lead at 17:13. In the second 
period, Todd scored his sec- 
ond of the game to give 
Brampton a 3-0 advantage, 
the only goal of the period. 

David Pacan gave Brampton 
a 4-0 cushion before Alexan- 
dre Carrier added the Thun- 
der's only goal of the game. 

The Beast are next in action 
this Friday, Jan. 25 against the 
Wheeling Nailers, as they 
open another busy weekend. 
They will also play on Jan. 26 
and 27 against the Newfound- 
land Growlers. 

In other Beast news, 
Brampton Beast forward 
David Pacan represented the 
club at the ECHL All-Star 
Game and skills competition 


earlier this week in Toledo, 
Ohio. 

This year, the All-Star Game 
format saw four teams battle 
it out in a 3-on-3 tournament, 
with Eastern and Western 
Conference squads playing 
against two teams made up of 
players from the hosts, the 
Toledo Walleye. 

Pacan represented Bramp- 
ton well, picking up a goal 
and three assists, winning 
tournament MVP. He also 
competed in the accuracy 
shooting competition, finish- 
ing first place after hitting 
four targets on six shots, four 
shots quicker than any other 
competitor. 

Pacan was deservedly 
Brampton's representative for 
the All-Star Game after scor- 
ing 19 goals and picking up 18 
assists totaling 37 points in 
40 games prior to the break. 


by Brendan Lang 


Mississauga came off of a 
winless weekend set last time 
out, but were back at home on 
Friday against the Flint Fire- 
birds. 

This contest would prove to 
be about as high scoring as 
they come. Both teams scored 
twice in the first frame with 
Adam Varga and Aidan Pruter 
getting the tallies for Missis- 
sauga. 

The second period was back 
and forth as the Trout got the 
first marker from Nick Issac- 
son as he scored his first as a 
member of the Fish. Flint 
would fire right back to tie the 
game with a goal from Jack 
Wismer. James Hardie broke 
the tie with a Steelheads score 
to put them up one. That was 
followed by a goal from CJ 
Clarke, his first as a Steel- 
head. The score was 5-3 head- 
ing to the final intermission. 


Early on in the third, Flint 
would pull to within one, but 
Mississauga fended off their 
surge and kept the offence 
coming with two goals by 
Cole Carter in the third as it 
resulted in a large 8-5 victory. 

On Saturday, Mississauga 
travelled to Oshawa for a date 
with the Generals. Missis- 
sauga’s offence carried over 
from their previous contest as 
Thomas Harley, Nick McHugh 
and Cole Schwindt all tallied 
first period goals and the 
score was 3-1 heading into the 
break. 

In the second, their offence 
seemed to stall as Oshawa got 
right back in the game with 
Maskim Sushko and Trenton 
Bourque scoring to tie the 
game up for the Generals. 

Alan Lyszczarczyk got a 
quick goal for Mississauga to 
give them a one goal lead in 


the third period. He would 
score a total of two more 
times in the frame to com- 
plete the naturel hat trick and 
give the Steelheads their sec- 
ond consecutive win this one 
6-3. 

The Fish welcomed the Sar- 
nia Sting to town on Sunday. 
After no scoring through the 
majority of the frame, Ryan 
Wells netted one to give Mis- 
sissauga the one goal lead. 

The Steelheads lost the lead 
mid-way through the second 
frame, but Carter put them 
back up by one. Thomas 
Harley scored the first goal of 
the third to make their lead 3- 
1. The Sting would get one 
back, but it wasn’t enough as 
Mississauga claimed the 3-2 
win and undefeated weekend. 
They will now play Barrie on 
Jan. 25, Hamilton on Jan. 26 
and Sudbury on Jan. 27. 
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by Vidya Gopaul 


After God created the 
Earth, He found out that in 
the northern part of the 
hemisphere, there was a 
group of people who were 
not enjoying life as it should 
be. 

They were sad and bored, 
especially during the cold 
winter days. He wanted 
them to have the same type 
enjoyment in life as the citi- 
zens of Europe were having 
while playing soccer or 
rugby, or the citizens of 
India and West Indies while 
playing game of cricket. He 
then decided to do an exper- 
iment with the citizens of 
one of the northern coun- 
tries, namely, Canada. 

He chose Canada because 
he noticed that Canadians 
were very polite, courteous 
and respectful to each other 
and others by frequently 
using the words, "Thank 
you,” “Please, may I...” and 
“Have a nice day." He was 
also amused by their con- 
stant usage of the word, "Eh 
yu 

He also wanted them to 
have a close-knit commu- 
nity - a sense of belonging 
and a place, either at home 
or at a large public gather- 
ing so that they would get 
together on a regular basis. 
Moreover, they would tran- 
scend to something they 
would be passionate about, 
much like religious people 
would do. 

He then threw a soccer 
ball to a group of Canadians. 
They looked at it, touched it, 
bounced it and kicked it. 
They did not know what to 
do with it. Every time they 
ran with it in the snow or on 
the ice they were falling 
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very frequently. 

They then decided that it 
was not something to play 
with, but instead to use as a 
decoration piece in their 
house, and that what they 
exactly did. They hung it in 
the living room. 

A few years went by, and 
God was still thinking about 
the good and polite Canadi- 
ans - that is, how to 
brighten their lives during 
the winter seasons. He ex- 
perimented with several 
types of games such as 
rugby, cricket and ping- 
pong. 

He noticed that they were 
not very keen at playing 
those games. Moreover, 
those games did not bring 
them any closer as a team. 
They were able to figure out 
partially how to play the 
games, but were not very 
enthused, especially during 
winter seasons. Hence, 
Canadians carried on their 
boring life for several years 
until God decided to help 
them with a new game. 

He dropped a hard, round 
but flat rubber type object 
(now known as a puck) ona 
frozen pond in Nova Scotia. 

One bright morning, a boy 
named Stan decided to walk 
on that frozen pond with his 
dog. The dog started sniff- 
ing that black object and all 
of a sudden started to bark. 
Stan ran to his dog and 
found out that puck. He did 
not know what to make of it. 

He threw it on the frozen 
pond and it did not bounce. 
He threw it in the air and 
caught it right back. It did 
not seem to interest him. He 
then threw it across the 
pond like a skipping stone 
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A Tale of Mythology - Roots of the Stanley Cup 


on the water. He noticed 
that once it fell on the ice, it 
started to slide across the 
pond. He then got an idea. 

The next day, he gathered 
some friends, went to the 
same pond and started to 
play with the puck. A few 
boys were on one side of the 
pond and others on the 
other side. They were slid- 
ing the puck from one side 
of the pond to the other 
using their feet. 

Then they decided to make 
a game of it. They erected 
two poles on each end of the 
pond and figured out how to 
score goals. However, here 
was one problem - namely, 
they were falling quite often 
on the ice and hurting them- 
selves. Stan came up with a 
brilliant idea of making a 
pair of shoes that could help 
them slide on the ice just 
like the puck, and they 
named those shoes skating 
shoes. 

That is how God help 
them invent the game of 
hockey. After that, as they 
say, the rest was history. 

God had another idea for 
Canadians beside just play- 
ing hockey. He wanted them 
to make that game as pas- 
sionate as possible and as 
religious as possible. And He 
did. 

As the game of hockey 
evolved over the years, the 
fans gave it the same recog- 
nition as a mainstream reli- 
gion would have. For the 
fans, it is synonymous to 
worshiping a god. For them, 
it is God. 

Hockey became embedded 
in the genes of Canadians, 
rather they were young or 
old. One can say that Cana- 


dians start skating and hold- 
ing a hockey stick before 
they start walking. 

Canadians worship the 
games of hockey night in 
Canada. It is a very close 
community. The hockey 
fans religiously attend the 
games whether they lose or 
win. 

Therefore, God has 
achieved His goal of making 
Canadians enjoy their win- 
ter seasons, be together as a 
religious family and tran- 
scendence to their ultimate 
reality of winning the Stan- 
ley Cup. 

Hence, the journey of 
achieving and participating 
in the ultimate dream of 
winning the Stanley Cup in 
June of every year begins 
from the moment the first 
hockey puck is dropped in 
October of every year. 

It is an act of pilgrimage 
on behalf of the fans that 
lasts for almost eight 
months. 

During that period of 
time, emotions among the 
fans are very high because 
sometime their team loses a 
game or wins a game or just 
not playing good games. 

Yet, they all keep on 
marching towards the ulti- 
mate goal of reaching the 
Stanley Cup. 

Not only the game of 
hockey rooted in Canadian 
history, but it has been ex- 
ported to all around the 
world. God not only made 
the winter seasons enjoy- 
able for Canadians but for 
the whole world, even for 
the citizens of Las Vegas 
starting last year, where it is 
warm all year round and 
surrounded by desert. 


Admirals Snap The Skid, Bombers Bust Out 


The Junior ‘A’ Admirals 
made the trip to Burling- 
ton this past Friday to try 
and snap their four-game 
losing skid against the 
Cougars. 

On the strength of 40 
saves from Travis Smith, 
the Admirals were able to 
skate away with a 4-1 vic- 
tory. 

Aidan Timmermans re- 
turned from the IR witha 
two points; also pitching 
in with a pair of points 
were Jacob Latham and 
Vincent Bonaiuto. 

The recent blast of win- 
ter weather forced the 


postponement of Satur- 
day's Admirals home 
game with the Buffalo 
Junior Sabres. A makeup 
date will be determined 
at a later date. 

The Bombers also ran 
into a postponement in 
their Sunday game 
against the Warriors. 

With just over 18 min- 
utes left in the third pe- 
riod and the Warriors 
leading 3-2, the lights and 
clock went out as part of 
a power outage near the 
downtown core. 

The two teams will 
likely make up the final 


part of this tilt as part of 
their regularly scheduled 
game on Sunday, Feb. 10. 
Official confirmation will 
happen at a later date. 

Last Friday, the 
Bombers and 99ers com- 
bined for 65 shots on goal 
and 13 markers as Brant- 
ford got the better of a 7- 
6 result. 

The 99ers were able to 
erase a three goal deficit 
and tied the game with 
the net empty and scored 
the winner with just over 
a minute left. 

Nine different Bombers 
skaters had points, in- 


ace Luka _ Profaca 
with four assists and 
three points each from 
Brandan Fisher and 
Hughie Sheppard. 

Owen Porter took the 
loss in goal with 29 saves. 

On Saturday, the 
Bombers, despite getting 
a powerplay goal from 
Remy Dalben and an even 
strength marker from 
Marcus Didiano, could 
not stop their losing skid 
as the Cambridge Red- 
hawks skated to a 3-2 
win. 

Owen Porter took the 
loss with 37 saves. 
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“We get to be together at Ronald McDonald House. Even when Beckett is in the hospital, it 
gives us a home base. It's helping us save our son's life’. Dougherty family, Sask. Stayed 261 
nights while Beckett was treated for infant leukemia at a nearby hospital in Toronto. 


7, 


IN SUPPORT OF 


Ronald McDonald 
House Charities’ 


Join the Brampton Admirals & 


4 Brampton Bombers as we raise money for 
Ronald McDonald House on Family Day ® 
Monday February 18th 2019 


Book signing by Author Troy Hull (Book - Raisin Hull”) nephew of Bobby and 
Dennis Hull, FREE SKATE 4PM-5PM with the Bombers and Admirals, 
Autograph Signings, lots of prizes and fun for the kids! 


* <> 
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BramptonAdmirals.com Or BramptonBombers.com 


HOME ARENA 
Brampton Admirals Junior A and Brampton Bombers Junior B Hockey Clubs 
Brampton Memorial Arena 69 Elliott Street, Brampton, Ontario 
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Mississauga symphony dips back into opera with La Boheme 


by Alex Gregory 


After staging a success- 
ful fully-staged produc- 
tion in 2016, the 
Mississauga Symphony 
Orchestra is dipping back 
into the world of opera 
with a grand story of 
young love. 

La Bohéme, Puccini’s 
legendary tale of young 
artists in a whirlwind ro- 
mance, will be lighting up 
Hammerson Hall at the 
Living Arts Centre on Feb. 
7 and g, and promises to 
be a_highly-anticipated 
event. 

Set in 1igth century 
Paris, La Bohéme contin- 
ues to be one of opera’s 
most popular and unfor- 
gettable stories. 

When young poet 
Rodolfo meets seamstress 
Mimi, it is love at first 
sight. However, the cruel 
realities of ill health and 


poverty intervene, and 
the young lovers are 
forced to confront their 
relationship and_ the 


world around them. 
The opera is the MSO’s 
second fully-staged pro- 


duction, following a sold- 
out engament for Bizet’s 
Carmen, and will feature 
soaring music and rivet- 
ing performance that are 
designed to be accessible 
to a wide audience. 

The play’s simplicity and 


\ 


beauty has led it to be- 
come one of the most fre- 
quently-performed operas 
in the world, and features 
stage direction from 
David Ambrose and musi- 
cal direction from MSO 
Maestro Denis’ Mas- 


tromonaco. 

Starring as Rodolfo is 
Romulo Delgado, a classi- 
cally trained tenor and a 
world music multi-instru- 
mentalist who has starred 
in many notable roles 
throughout North Amer- 


ica, including the role of 
Pinkerton in  Puccini’s 
Madama Butterfly, Al- 
fredo in Verdi’s La Travi- 
ata, Don Jose in Bizet’s 
Carmen, The Duke of 
Mantua in Verdi’s Rigo- 
lettoand Edgardo in 


Donizetti’s Lucia di Lam- 
mermoor, among others. 
Soprano Shantelle Przy- 
blo plays the role of Mimi. 
A recent graduate of 
Washington National 
Opera’s Domingo-Cafritz 
Young Artist Program, 
Przyblo has performed in 
multiple major works, in- 


cluding the roles of 
Fiordiligi in Cosi fan Tutte 
with Nederlandse 


Reisopera, as well as Fe- 
licity (Fiordiligi) in A Lit- 
tle Too Cozy (Cosi fan 
tutte) with Against the 
Grain Theatre. 

She is a regional finalist 
of the Metropolitan Opera 
National Council Audi- 
tions and winner of the 
Prix Jeune Espoir Lyrique 
Canadien in the Jeunes 
Ambassadeurs Lyriques 
competition in 2012. 

Tickets for the perform- 
ance run $50 - $95, with 
special pricing available 
for seniors. 

For more information 
on the performances, call 
(905) 306-6000, or visit 
mississaugasymphony. ca. 


Residents of all ages will 
soon have the opportunity 
to weigh in on Brampton’s 
“age-friendly” strategy dur- 
ing an upcoming commu- 
nity forum. 

As part of the City’s ongo- 
ing work to develop an age- 
friendly community 
strategy, residents are in- 
vited to join the conversa- 
tion on how to make 
Brampton a better place to 
live at all stages of life. 

The City, with support 
from Sheridan College, will 
host its first-ever Age- 
Friendly Forum this Satur- 
day, Jan. 19 from 9:30 a.m. - 
2 p.m. at the Flower City 
Seniors Centre (8870 
McLaughlin Road South). 

The free event is open to 
residents of all ages, and 


will include a keynote ad- 
dress from Gil Penalosa, 
founder of internationally 
recognized non-profit or- 
ganization 8 80 Cities and 
former director at Walk and 
Bike for Life, as well as pre- 
sentations, activities and in- 
formation booths, door 
prizes and giveaways and 
morning coffee and light 
lunch. 

The City’s age-friendly 
strategy is intended to help 
ensure residents have the 
services and support they 
need to stay healthy and 
enjoy a high quality of life 
at every age, and focuses on 
key areas used by the World 
Health Organization to de- 
fine age-friendly communi- 
ties, including public 
transportation, housing, 


public buildings and out- 
door spaces, employment, 
social inclusion and com- 
munity services. 

Brampton is one of the 
country’s youngest cities, 
but also has a rapidly-grow- 
ing population of people 
over the age of 50, Mayor 
Patrick Brown said this 
week. 

“When we’re | talking 
about how to make Bramp- 
ton an even better place to 
live, it’s important for peo- 
ple of all ages to be part of 
the conversation,” said 
Brown. 

Participants can register 
for the forum by visiting 
brampton.ca/agefriendly or 
calling (905) 874-2054. 
Space is limited for the 
event. 
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Alton festival celebrates milestone anniversary 


A selection of food, fine 
art and flames are on the 
menu this weekend, as an 
Alton gallery celebrates the 
milestone anniversary for 
a long-running community 
festival. 

The 10th annual Fire & 
Ice Festival kicks off this 
Saturday, Jan. 19, bringing 
a host of interactive 
events, activities and deli- 
cious eats to the Caledon 
area. 

This year’s festival will 
feature a curated mix of 
fan-favourite activities 
from the past decade and 
new programming for a 
growing festival audience, 
as well as family-friendly 
activities including guided 
forest walks, a petting zoo, 
live music and much more. 

The annual after-dusk 
fire sculpture on Saturday 
evening is a festival high- 
light that has now out- 
grown its traditional site 
between the wall of the 
Mill’s Annex ruins. 

This year, spectators can 
watch the burn from anew 
location on the grounds, 
described by festival co-or- 


dinator Jeremy Grant as a 
“natural amphitheatre.” 

This year’s fire sculpture 
will be created by artist 
Brian Oates, accompanied 
by live original music by 
Paul Morin. 

Ice-sculptors will also be 
out during the weekend, 
creating masterpieces with 
chisels and _ chainsaws, 
while blacksmith Glen 
Beale heats up the Livery 
with live demos. 

Festival-goers are invited 
to explore galleries in the 
restored heritage site, and 
meet the Mill’s resident 
artists in their working 
studios, from 10 a.m. - 5 
p-m. on both days. 

Headwaters Arts will be 
hosting “Shift,” an exhibi- 
tion of regional artists, 
along with workshops for 
the public. 

Fire & Ice coincides with 
the 1ioth Annual Alton 
Millpond Hockey Classic, a 
fundraiser for the Millpond 
Rehabilitation Project. 

Local teams and players 
will strap on their skates 
from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. on 
Saturday, and festival-at- 


tendees invited to 
watch! 

Festival-goers are invited 
to try their hand at maple 
syrup jug curling on the 
millpond, a_ geocaching 
treasure hunt in the forest 
for artwork by Alton Mill 
studio artists, outdoor 
yoga (sno-ga), an obstacle 
course and super snow 
slide for the kids. 

Shelburne group Troupe- 
Adore wil be on-hand for 
face painting, henna tat- 
toos, and balloon animals. 
Caledon businesses  Al- 
abaster Acres and Lynx & 
Hare Cycle Shop will also 
offer a petting zoo and fat 
bike demos respectively. 

The photo competition is 
back with a twist: submit 
your photos and videos of 
the festival for a chance to 
win free exhibition space 
in the Mill’s scenic Falls 
Gallery. 

Admission to the Fire & 
Ice Festival is Pay What 
You Can, with a suggested 
donation of $10 per adult, 
$5 per child, or $25 per 
family. 

Free parking is 


are 


also 


More than 10,000 fans were “Sister Shook” when Youtube star and makeup maven James Charles 
was on-hand at Square One Shopping Centre in Mississauga this past weekend to inaugurate the 
opening of American cosmetics brand Morphe’s first-ever Canadian retail store. 


The 19 year-old YouTube star cut a ceremonial ribbon, held interviews and posed for pictures with 
fans, who mobbed the central court and mezzanine levels to catch a glimpse of the famed artist, 
who boasts several million followers across social media. Although the Mississauga location has 
been open since December, Morphe waited until this month to celebrate the opening with 
Charles, who is the first-ever male ambassador for CoverGirl beauty products. 
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available at offsite parking 
lots, with a shuttle bus op- 
erating from the Alton Le- 
gion (1267 Queen Street 
West), from 10 a.m. - 7 


p.m. on Saturday. No park- 
ing is available in the Alton 
Mill Arts Centre lot, with 
only limited spaces for 
guests with acceset Day 


SS 


needs. 

For more information, 
call (519) 941-9300 or visit 
altonmill.ca/visit/events/F 
ire_and_Ice_19_event. 


Se 
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DANCING 
FOR #HE 
COMPASS 


SATURDAY 
JANUARY 26 2019 


Port Credit Legion 
35 Front St. N. 


upstairs 


7:00 Doors open 


8:00 Dancing 


Light Buffet Included 


FABULOUS 


RAFFLE PRIZES 


Tickets: 


$25.00/person 


$30.00 at the door 


on sale (cash only) at: 


coy 


RIC’s Recolleceions 


257 Lakeshore Rd. E. 905-891-1523 


or phone Peter at 905-274-6131 


The Compass Drop-in Centre offers both practical and spiritual support 
fe 


We offer a safe and friend 
a food bank and prayer su 


www.thecompass.ca 


—e- 


° ee, a listening ear, counseling 
hen requested 


LIKE US ON f 


www.facebook.com/thecompassMississauga 
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Health and Wellness - The Power of Choices 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


I often talk about making 
choices in my writings, but 
how do we know we are mak- 
ing the right choice - we don’t 
or there is a time limit and it 
changes! 

It isn’t just about the 
choices, but about our per- 
ceptions of our choices and 
how to follow through. How 
can we guarantee ourselves 
the perfect choice - we can’t. 

Can we make the best of a 
choice, always? Not making a 
choice is also a choice. 

Whether we realize it or 
not, we are all gifted with in- 
tuition, and this is part of our 
choice making if we listen. 
How often do we walk into a 
room and get a bad feeling, 
and still we reject it and not 
heed the feeling? 

Iremember parking my car 
and thinking I will be only a 
few minutes and how often 
do the police come by and tag 
cars. As I walked away, the 
feeling I had was I should put 
money in the parking meter, 
but I didn’t! 

Guess what? I found the 
ticket when I got back out 
after being busy longer than I 
thought. I do listen now. 

Intuition is your gut feeling. 
and if it is talking, start listen- 
ing. Do you have to make a 
choice on something, then be 


silent and just breathe and 
allow the decision or choice 
to be more evident to you? 

There are all sorts of psy- 
chics and mediums out there, 
and what they do is “read- 
ings”. So, what is a reading 
and what are they reading? 

You! There are a lot of psy- 
chic tools like tarot cards, 
crystals, dice, anything with a 
number on it or other multi- 
ple tools. These are tools and 
help the reader to get to 
where they are going, but do 
they work? How do you feel 
when you are with them? Do 
you feel confident, then good! 

Again, think of your car and 
your mechanic. He has lots of 
tools and knows how to use 
them. Depending on how well 
he can read and listen to your 
car and determine what’s 
wrong, then his knowledge 
and use of tools are well im- 
plemented. 

Choice is integral to our 
quality of knowing who we 
are and how we live our lives. 
What is good for us and what 
isn’t? If you have a bad feeling 
about something, be aware of 
how you feel. If you have a 
wonderful feeling about 
something, same thing. 

The more you experience 
and make choices through 
them, then you will know 


how to utilize your natural in- 
tuition. 

In the dictionary, the word 
intuition is defined as the 
ability to understand some- 
thing immediately, without 
the need for conscious rea- 
soning. Another description 
(Merriam-Webster) is a natu- 
ral ability or power that 
makes it possible to know 
something without any proof 
or evidence; a feeling that 
guides a person to act a cer- 
tain way without fully under- 
standing why. Something that 
is known or understood with- 
out proof or evidence. 

In times gone by, we didn’t 
have all the advantages that 
people have now with 
phones, internet and that 
sort, but we were so knowl- 
edgeable and designed so 
much that has led to a multi- 
tude of discoveries - so how 
did we know? We just did 
and we didn’t question it. 

Our intuition also helps 
when there is danger - but do 
we listen? I heard someone 
once comment that an ante- 
lope in the jungle will sense it 
is in danger. All of a sudden, 
the antelope bolts and runs 
without question. 

Does it doubt its intuition or 
feeling? No. Not always will it 
get away, but at least it will 


have a chance to escape being 
a lion’s dinner. 

We are instinctual because 
we have the power of choice. 
Survival is our instinct. 

Intuition is natural. Listen- 
ing to our instincts is also a 
choice. Making choices is in- 
tegral to us every moment in 
our lives from choosing to get 
up every morning to what we 
choose to do during the day 
and returning to our homes 
at the end of the day - what 


have we brought with us? 

I went through a very diffi- 
cult time in my life when my 
older son died. A year later 
my younger son was out of 
the country and he called on 
his brother’s birthday and 
asked how I was doing. The 
only thing I could say was 
that “the sun keeps coming 
up every day”. 

He asked what I meant, and 
I told him because the sun 
kept coming up, so did I, 


whether I wanted to or not. 

I had two children and a 
husband and they were the 
reason I kept going. It was a 
choice I made. 

Choices, choices, choices 
are inevitable so use all of 
your abilities to make the 
right choices and if they end 
up not being the best then 
make the best of them and 
move on. It is all about learn- 
ing to be the best you can be. 
Make a choice. 
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Métis artist unveils new exhibition in south CVC launches annual 


Mississauga 


by Alex Gregory 


An Albertan artist is bringing 
awareness to Indigenous issues 
with a new exhibition running 
in Mississauga through next 
month. 

Métis artist Amy Malbeuf un- 
veiled the new exhibition, titled 
Tensions, at the Small Arms 
Building in south Mississauga 
last week, bringing a provoca- 
tive series of visual works to 
the region. 

The exhibition explores both 
physical and metaphoric, draw- 
ing on environmental, cultural 
and physical factors to create 
works using natural materials, 
including animal hides and 
bone beads, along with addi- 
tional materials such as tarps 
and snow fencing. 

In addition to the exhibition, 
which runs through Feb. 9, a 
number of additional tie-in 
events and initiatives will be 
held, including 2167, a virtual 
reality program held in con- 
junction with the ImagineNA- 
TIVE Festival, which will see 
five Indigenous filmmakers 


displaying works that imagine 
Canada 150 years in the future; 
a beading workshop offered by 
the Peel Aboriginal Workshop 
on Jan. 26, and a discussion 
panel about Black and Indige- 
nous Futures on Feb. 9, includ- 
ing participants Candice 


Hopkins (Toronto Biennial of 
Art), visual artist/activist Syrus 
Marcus Ware and Anishinaabe 
member/scholar Dr. Dolleen 
Tisawii’ashii Manning, among 
others. 

All events are free to the pub- 
lic. The exhibition runs from 


a 
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Vv 
| 


Wed - Sat., from 12 - 4 p.m. at 
the Small Arms Building, lo- 
cated at 1352 Lakeshore Road 
East. 

For more information on the 
exhibit, visit smallarmsinspec- 
tionbuilding.ca/index.php/even 


t/tensions. 
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tree seedling program 


Credit Valley Conserva- 
tion will once again be of- 
fering their annual Tree 
Seedling Program for 2019, 
allowing residents to enjoy 
the benefits of growing 
their own unique trees (or 
forest) with unique vari- 
eties. 

The conservation group 
will be offering two pro- 
grams, for tree seedlings 
and_ potted pene for 
landowners who have at 
least two acres of available 
land on their property. 

The seedling program re- 
quires that participants 
purchase at least 1,500 
seedlings for their property, 
while the potted plan pro- 
gram requires a minimum 
of 100 purchased plants. 
Both programs will also 
offer subsidies for eligible 
properties, for up to 90 per 
cent of the total cost of the 
trees and planting. 

Free site visits are also 


available for landowners 
through CVC, and some 
homeowners may be eligi- 
ble for further tax reduc- 
tions through the Managed 
Forest Tax Incentive Pro- 
gram. 

More than six million 
trees have been planted 
along the Credit River wa- 
tershed since the seedling 
program opened, said 
CVC’s territorial restoration 
manager, Rod Krick. 

“Planting trees on your 
own can be a daunting and 
expensive task,” said Krick. 
who explained that CVC 
helps advise and provide 
forest management services 
so residents can keep their 
trees healthy and grow 
them into beautiful forests. 

For more information on 
the program or to make an 
appointment, call (416) 
684-4362 or visit 
eve.ca/treeplanting. 


Shortlist announced for prestigious literary prize 


At a_ standing-room-only 
press conference held in 
downtown Toronto last week, 
the RBC Taylor Prize jury an- 
nounced the five finalists for 
the eighteenth RBC Taylor 
Prize, selected from their pre- 
viously announced ten-title 
longlist. 

In all, the jury, composed of 
Camilla Gibb, Roy MacGregor 
and Rt. Hon. Beverley 
McLachlin read and evaluated 


at 


over 115 non-fiction books by 
Canadian writers submitted 
by Canadian and interna- 
tional publishers. 

The shortlist nominees for 
the prize include Just Let Me 
Look at You: On Fatherhood, 
by Bill Gaston; Jan in 35 
Pieces: A Memoir in Music, by 
Ian Hampton; Lands of Lost 
Borders: Out of Bounds on the 
Silk Road, by Kate Harris; All 
Things Consoled: A Daugh- 


Sie 


RBC Taylor Prize founder Noreen Taylor poses with the shortlisted books for 2019 at a press confer- 


ter's Memoir, by Elizabeth 
Hay; and Mamaskatch: A Cree 
Coming of Age, by Darrel 
McLeod. 

Noreen Taylor, founder of 
the Prize and chair of the 
Charles Taylor Foundation, 
said last week that one of the 
many joys of her job is discov- 
ering unique _ storytellers 
throughout the country. 

“The searches that (the au- 
thors) describe — for truth, 


ence on Jan. 10, 2019. (PWN Staff Photos) 


for reconciliation of all sorts, 
and for beauty, in people, art, 
nature — give us pause to 
consider the world and the 
people around us, and give us 
hope," she said. 

Established in 1998 by the 
trustees of the Charles Taylor 
Foundation and first awarded 
in 2000, 2019 marks the 
eighteenth awarding of the 
RBC Taylor Prize, which com- 
memorates Charles Taylor's 
pursuit of excellence in the 
field of literary non-fiction. 

Awarded to the author 
whose book best combines a 
superb command of the Eng- 
lish language, an elegance of 
style, and a subtlety of 
thought and perception, the 
Prize consists of $5,000 for 


* 


each of the finalists, and a 
further $25,000 for the win- 
ner. All authors are presented 
with a custom leather bound 
version of their shortlisted 
book at the awards ceremony. 
All finalists receive promo- 
tional support for their nom- 
inated titles. 

The prize winner will be re- 
vealed at a gala luncheon on 
Monday, Mar. 4 at the Omni 
King Edward Hotel in down- 
town Toronto. 

Public events already con- 
firmed for the finalists in- 
clude a free 90-minute 
roundtable discussion with 
the shortlisted authors in the 
Brigantine Room at the Har- 
bourfront Centre on Thurs- 
day, Feb. 28 at 7 p.m., along 


with the Ben McNally Authors 
Brunch on Sunday, Mar. 3 at 
the Omni King Edward Hotel. 

This list reflects the best of 
Canadian non-fiction writers 
and celebrates their achieve- 
ments, said Vijay Parmar, 
president of RBC PH&N In- 
vestment Counsel, one of the 
sponsors for this year’s event. 
“We’re proud to sponsor the 
prize as it helps put our coun- 
try's distinctive voice on the 
global literary stage by shin- 
ing a spotlight on our talented 
writers from coast-to-coast." 

For tickets or more infor- 
mation on the prize, call Ben 
McNally Books at (416) 361- 
0032 or visit benmcnally- 
books.com. 


MAMASKATCH 
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